Housing and Tuberculosis

certain insanitary areas was 4 per thousand. These insanitary
areas contained narrow courts with tall, narrow, back-to-back
houses consisting of a living-room on the ground floor with one
bedroom on the first and second floors, which were reached by
a narrow staircase. After these blocks of back-to-back houses
had been demolished and new blocks with through ventilation
and open spaces had been erected, the average death-rate for three
years fell to i -9 per thousand. The following figures also empha-
size the difference between the death-rate from respiratory tuber-
culosis in houses with through ventilation and that in back-to-
back houses. Taking one hundred as the death-rate in houses
with through ventilation, the death-rate was found to vary from
one hundred in such houses, including those with side ventilation,
to one hundred and eleven, one hundred and twenty-six, and
one hundred and sixty-seven in back-to-back houses. The
erection of back-to-back houses is now prohibited by section 22
of the Housing Act, 1936.

The incidence of tuberculosis is also higher in tenements than
in separate dwellings as is well known to every medical practi-
tioner who has practised in a large urban district. Bradbury, in
his Tyneside inquiry, found that in Jarrow, which had a much
higher incidence of tuberculosis than Blaydon, the proportion of
tenements was very much higher, as is shown by the following
figures.


	Deatlvrate from Tuberculosis 1919-1930
	Percentage of Flats and Tenements

Jarrow ..... Blaydon        ....
	2-26 2-06
	75 23

Certain features of some of these tenements which are of sig-
nificance as contributing to a higher incidence of tuberculosis,
are referred to in the Report. A type common in Jarrow con-
sisted of blocks with one-room dwellings on the ground floor and
two-room dwellings on the first floor, so constructed as to be
practically back-to-back dwellings when the outside door was
closed. The size of the rooms, especially that of the bedroom, in
91